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Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord,

knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
I Corinthians 15:58

The highlight of this past year was at our Pilgrimage on April 25tk
when Fr. Archimandrite Sergius, Abbot of St. Tikhon’s Monastery,
brought the wonderworking icon of St. Anna, Mother of the Theotokos, to
visit our monastery. Around three hundred people were in attendance.
Our chapel, which holds 100-150 people, overflowed into the narthex,
trapeza and onto the front porch. It was uplifting to hear many in the
congregation singing with the choir and to relish the rich sound of the
chapel’s acoustics. After Liturgy a Moleben for St. Anna was sung, and
each attendant venerated her icon and received an anointing.
Supporters of our monastery had lunch catered with volunteers serving.
Invited by local priests, Fr. Sergius preached on how important
monasticism is to the health and well-being of the Church in this
country and throughout the world and encourage them to support
monasteries. It was a surprise to him that he did not know that it was
our monastery's maternal feastday. All Mother Thecla could say was
“Oh, details.”

The big building continues to be built piece by piece. As our
contractor is wont to say, “How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a
time.” As this report is being written, the thin brick pavers are being laid
on the front porch, landing and ramp. After that will be the railing and
cladding of the columns. Then we are back to saving up for the next step
or two.

After thirty years of praying and working here, we can definitely say
that we are getting older and slower. God leads many people to us and
continues to challenge us on all fronts. There is never a dull moment.
We have much to pass on, if God would send women to be monastics
here. How well we know that we must remain faithful to Him.
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