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Your Eminence, Your Grace, Reverend Fathers, and
faithful delegates,

By God's mercy, the Carolinas Deanery continues to
experience remarkable growth across nearly every
measure of parish life. While each community faces its
own pastoral circumstances and challenges, the overall
picture 1s one of steady expansion, increasing stability,
and significant missionary opportunity.

The Deanery presently consists of 16 parishes and
missions across North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Georgia.

Based upon the reports submitted:

« Total reported parish membership exceeds 2,760
faithful.
* Combined average Sunday attendance is
approximately 2,190 worshippers each week.
* During the reporting period, our parishes celebrated:
o 177 Baptisms
o 166 Chrismations
o 24 Weddings
o 11 Funerals



* Most encouraging of all, the Deanery reports
approximately 395 catechumens currently preparing
for reception into the Orthodox Church.

These numbers confirm what many of us are witnessing
firsthand: the missionary momentum within the Carolinas
Deanery continues unabated.

Several common themes emerge from the parish reports.

A number of parishes are either constructing, expanding,
or actively planning permanent church facilities. Holy
Transfiguration in Morrisville has moved into its new
temple and anticipates paying off its mortgage through the
sale of former properties. St. Basil the Great in
Wilmington has entered into a contract with its church
designer. St. Anthony the Great in Rock Hill recently
acquired additional property for future expansion, while
St. James in Beaufort is preparing for a capital campaign.
Across the Deanery, growth 1s increasingly becoming a
facilities challenge.

Many communities report unusually large catechumen
classes and continued reception of converts. Holy Cross
in Kernersville reports approximately sixty regular
inquirers, necessitating the arrival of a second priest this
summer. St. John of the Ladder in Greenville has
established both a second chapel in Spartanburg and an
additional Sunday Divine Liturgy to accommodate
continued growth and anticipates well over eighty



catechumens and receptions between Pascha and Nativity.
Numerous other parishes likewise report record
catechumen enrollment.

Several parishes also highlighted expanding ministries
beyond Sunday worship, including church schools, youth
ministries, men's and women's groups, charitable
outreach, and vocational development. Holy
Transfiguration and St John of the Ladder will be sending
Readers Troy Trombley and Braedon (Dimitrie) Poteat,
respectively and their families to St. Vladimir's Seminary
this fall, and Holy Cross will send Benjamin Waegerle
and his family to St. Tikhon's Seminary, while other
communities continue to cultivate future clergy and lay
leadership.

Perhaps most encouraging is that these reports describe
not merely numerical growth, but spiritual growth.
Several rectors specifically noted increasing commitment
to confession, catechesis, parish life, and deeper
engagement with the life of the Church.

The Carolinas Deanery remains grateful for the leadership
of Archbishop Alexander throughout these years of
extraordinary missionary expansion, and we look forward
with confidence to the future God 1s preparing for our
Diocese.

Respectfully submitted,



The Very Rev. John Cox
Dean, Carolinas Deanery
Diocese of the South, Orthodox Church in America



