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2026 Parish Reports Southeast Deanery 

ALABAMA 
 

St. Symeon Orthodox Church, Birmingham, Alabama 

Clergy: Archpriest Alexander Fecanin, Priest Phillip Ritchey, Protodeacon Ephraim Rivers 

 

At St. Symeon’s in Birmingham, we have just come to a sad milestone in our history with the 

passing of our Founder and Benefactor John (Ralph) Boyer on May 9. He served the parish 

faithfully and steadfastly in a very involved and hands-on manner for 49 years. May his memory 

be eternal! 

 We have a faithful clergy team with Fr. Phillip Ritchey and Protodeacon Ephraim Rivers (who 

just celebrated 30 years of faithful diaconal service), along with our choir director, Subdeacon 

Stephen Ritchey. Typically 12-20 adults and boys serve in the altar on Sundays. 

Deacon Andrew Ritchey completed his second year of seminary at St. Tikhon’s. We have two men 

in the DVP Program, and one former protestant clergyman, Reader Herman Gandy, in a DMin 

program through St. Vladimir’s. 

The parish has continued a steady pace of growth with 16 adults and 11 children entering the Faith 

to date this calendar year. There are 17 Catechumens, and several inquirers. We just started a new 

Inquirer’s (Catechumen) Class with 70 new people attending, an all-time record by far! 

We typically, at any given time, have a handful of expectant mothers in the community. Fr. Phillip 

Ritchey just baptized his third child, Christina. We had around 100 youth and children in this past 

year’s Sunday School program. 

Besides St. Herman’s in Tuscaloosa, which has seen explosive growth, we have supported a 

mission outreach in Auburn, AL with the St. Joseph of Arimathea Mission led by Fr. Seraphim Joa 

and Reader Michael Tompkins, formerly of St. Symeon’s. 

Additional Iconography was accomplished in January in the temple narthex by our iconographer 

Dr. Alin Trifa. 

We are beginning to think about plans for our 50th Anniversary in October 2027. Glory to God for 

all things! 

St. Joseph of Arimathea Mission, Camp Hill, Alabama 

Clergy: Archpriest Seraphim Joa 

 

I wanted to give some updates on the progress of St. Joseph of Arimathea.  As expected, there was 

a drop in attendance when the Spring semester ended at Auburn University.  Thankfully that has 

been brief and we are back to having between 20-30 in attendance for Divine Liturgies. That has 

been largely due to new inquirers that have found the Mission. 
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This past Sunday we accepted 4 new Catechumen and June 27 we will have our first infant 

Baptism! June 17 we will have a Vespers service celebrating the 1 year anniversary of our first 

service at the Opelika Public Library.  We have come a long way since then! 

 

Our members continue to work hard on improvements to the building and property.  We have 

completed putting down LVP flooring in the fellowship hall and the new bookstore area, as well 

as some painting in the bookstore.  Our garden, which is some of the college students' project is 

starting to look good, although lately I believe that it has gotten a little too much rain.  We have a 

children's playground set that was donated by my next door neighbor that the kiddos are 

enjoying.  We are looking forward to hopefully having a few more inquirers this weekend. 

St. Herman Orthodox Mission, Northport, Alabama 

Clergy: Priest Rupert Cole 

To the Glory of God, as we approach the first anniversary of my ordination to the holy priesthood 

on the Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, June 29, I am grateful to submit this annual report 

concerning the life and growth of St. Herman Orthodox Mission. 

This past year has been one of remarkable growth and many blessings. Most notably, our average 

attendance has approximately doubled, growing from roughly 50 people to nearly 100. Alongside 

this numerical growth, we have witnessed an increase in committed parish participation, with 

several individuals and families who had previously attended only sporadically becoming more 

active and consistent members of the parish community. 

 

Liturgical Life: The liturgical life of the mission remains the heart of our community. We continue 

to serve Divine Liturgy every Sunday and Great Vespers on Saturday evenings. As a bi-vocational 

priest, there are practical limitations regarding the number of weekday services we are able to offer. 

Nevertheless, by God’s grace, we have been able to maintain some weekday liturgical celebrations, 

including early morning Liturgies on feast days and other significant occasions. Holy Week and 

Pascha were especially blessed this year. Attendance throughout Holy Week was strong, 

culminating in a Paschal celebration that drew more than one hundred faithful. The enthusiasm 

and commitment of our parishioners during these services were a great encouragement. 

 

I would also like to express my gratitude for our choir. For a mission parish, they continue to 

perform exceptionally well, leading the faithful in prayer with reverence, dedication, and 

increasing musical excellence. Their work has become an important part of the spiritual life of our 

community. 

 

Statistical Summary: Average Sunday Attendance: 80–100 persons, with attendance occasionally 

exceeding 100 on major Sundays and feast days, and generally ranging between 75–80 on lighter 

Sundays. 

Approximately 50–60 faithful receive Holy Communion on a typical Sunday, with expected 

fluctuations based on attendance, travel, and the university calendar. 



3 
 

Approximately 80–90 members, including active college students who participate fully in the life 

of the mission while attending school in the Tuscaloosa area. 

Catechumens and Inquirers: 

Approximately 15–20 individuals currently attending services and participating in catechumenate 

instruction. 

Receptions 2026 (to date): 

• 8 Baptisms 

• 1 Chrismation 

2025: 

• 4 Baptisms 

• 5 Chrismations 

Liturgical Schedule 

● Great Vespers every Saturday evening 

● Divine Liturgy every Sunday morning 

● Additional weekday Liturgies and festal services as scheduling permits 

 

We currently have approximately 15–20 inquirers and catechumens actively attending services and 

participating in parish life. Our weekly catechumen class, held every Monday evening, remains 

consistently well attended and continues to serve as an important entry point for those exploring 

the Orthodox Faith. 

 

Parish Growth and Organization: As our community has grown, we have increasingly 

recognized the need to formalize systems and processes that were less necessary when we were a 

smaller mission. This is a welcome challenge and a sign of healthy development. 

 

One example is the work currently being undertaken by our Parish Council to establish a formal 

benevolence policy. We are also creating the role of a Benevolence Coordinator who will help 

connect individuals and families in crisis with appropriate local, state, and federal resources. As 

our visibility within the community increases, we are encountering more opportunities to serve 

those facing homelessness, poverty, and other hardships. We hope this ministry will allow us to 

respond both compassionately and responsibly. 

 

Facilities and Building Fund: We continue to worship in our storefront facility, and significant 

effort has been invested in making it a suitable and beautiful place for Orthodox worship. 

Over the past year we have: 

• Completed a proper altar area. 

• Installed a proper iconostasis. 

• Continued various improvements to the worship space. 

• Added a new exterior door. 

• Constructed a playground and outdoor fellowship area. 

The playground has proven to be an especially valuable addition. With the large number of children 

in our parish, it has become a natural gathering place after services. Shaded by mature trees and 

situated near picnic seating, it has greatly enhanced fellowship among our families and provided a 

welcoming environment for parish life to flourish. 
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Financially, we have been blessed by substantial growth. Parish giving has more than doubled 

during the past year. This has enabled us not only to meet our present needs but also to begin 

intentionally building a fund for a future church property. While we have not yet identified a 

specific building, we are actively preparing for the day when the Lord provides that opportunity. 

 

Education and Parish Programs: Our educational ministries continue to expand. We are 

preparing for another year of Vacation Bible School, which has become one of the highlights of 

our summer parish life. Our VBS coordinator, a gifted educator and theater professional within the 

parish, has provided extraordinary leadership in this area. Last year she developed an original 

curriculum centered entirely on St. Herman of Alaska, complete with original music, activities, 

and educational materials. The program was so successful that she was encouraged to share it with 

other parishes. This year she is preparing a new curriculum, and the parish is eagerly anticipating 

another fruitful season of education and fellowship for our children. 

 

Personal Reflection: On a personal note, I continue my Doctor of Ministry studies and am 

currently completing the final semester of coursework. Following these courses, only the 

completion of my final project remains. 

 

As both priest and father of a growing family, one of our ongoing priorities has been maintaining 

a sustainable pace of ministry. There have been many worthy opportunities and activities that we 

have chosen not to pursue at this stage, recognizing the importance of healthy limits and long-term 

endurance. We continue to seek wisdom in balancing growth, ministry, family life, and personal 

well-being so that the mission may continue to develop in a healthy and stable manner. 

 

Looking Forward: As we look toward the coming year, we remain deeply grateful for all that 

God has done among us. We pray that the Lord will continue to bring seekers into His Church, 

strengthen those who have recently entered the Orthodox Faith, and guide us as we prepare for 

future growth. We also pray that, in God’s time, He may raise up from within our community a 

candidate for the holy diaconate who can assist in the liturgical and pastoral work of the mission. 

 

The overall spirit of the parish is one of gratitude, hope, and joyful labor in the vineyard of Christ. 

We remain thankful for the support and guidance of our diocesan leadership and ask your continued 

prayers as St. Herman Orthodox Mission continues its journey toward maturity and stability. 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Rupert Cole 

 

St. Luke Orthodox Mission - Anniston, Alabama 

Clergy: Archpriest Basil Henry 

 

God continues to bless us here at St. Luke in Anniston, Alabama. We are being overwhelmed by a 

flood of visitors, inquirers and catechumens. Currently we have 30 catechumens and 26 inquirers. 

Almost every service brings new faces seeking the Truth found in the Orthodox Church. We 

continue to have a vibrant coffee hour and our faithful love to get together at any opportunity and 

socialize. Our Subdeacon Nicholas Bailey completed the Diocesan Course of Study for Catechists. 

We are continuing to expand our catechism program. Our Lent, Holy Week and Pascha numbers 

all set records. We saw 115 at Pascha alone. After a cardiac ablation procedure my health is now 
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free of atrial fibrillation and I am also now healed, amazingly, from congestive heart failure! We 

look forward to the future as God leads us. 

 

We created a program called Lazarus’ Pantry. A large metal five shelf stand was placed in our 

dining area and the faithful are encouraged regularly to bring food to stock it and clothing to be 

placed in a closet. Every week or so it is all filled up and delivered to a local food bank and clothing 

donation center. The response has been outstanding. 

 

The Abba Moses Free Clinic continues to operate out of Dr. Carla Thomas’ practice next door. We 

returned to an in-house catechism program rather than the online one. We also upgraded our class 

presentation technology. 

 

Our biggest challenge has been to explosive growth resulting in crowding. We investigated some 

local properties which did not turn out to be reasonable options we continue looking.  

Goals for our future include: 

Continued expansion of our entire catechism program. 

Focus and expansion of our evangelism and outreach in the community. 

Pursuing possibilities for building expansion or relocation due to our growth. 

Adult Parishioners 71 

Child Parishioners 34 

Adult Voting Members 50 

Average Sunday DL Attendance 90 

Average Sunday DL Communicants 65 

Average Vespers Attendance 25 

Number of Catechumens 30 

Number of Inquirers 26 

Adult Baptisms 18 

Marriages 1 

Funerals 0 

 

GEORGIA 
 

St. Patrick Orthodox Mission, Carrollton Georgia 

Clergy: Priest Seth Earl 

 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Fr Seth Earl was assigned to St. Patrick Mission in January of this year. 

Since that time, the parish has established a consistent liturgical rhythm with services being 

celebrated every weekend. The regular cycle now includes Great Vespers, Matins, and the Divine 

Liturgy, providing the faithful with the opportunity to participate more fully in the worship life of 

the Church. 

 

During Great Lent, the mission expanded its liturgical schedule significantly. In addition to its 

regular weekend services, the parish celebrated the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts each 

Wednesday evening. The community was also blessed to serve nearly the complete cycle of Holy 

Week and Paschal services, allowing both parishioners and visitors to experience the fullness of 

the Church’s liturgical life during the most sacred season of the year. 
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Looking ahead, the mission hopes to further expand its liturgical offerings by establishing a regular 

midweek Vespers service, providing additional opportunities for prayer, fellowship, and spiritual 

growth throughout the week. The mission currently gathers in a leased storefront space. While this 

location has served its immediate needs well and has allowed the parish to establish a stable 

presence in the community, the congregation continues to look toward the future with the hope of 

securing a larger storefront or dedicated church property as growth and resources permit. The 

parish remains committed to evangelism, education, and the formation of the faithful. It currently 

offers an Inquirers Class for those exploring the Orthodox Faith, as well as two catechism classes 

for those preparing to enter the Church or who have recently been received into Orthodoxy.  

 

Interest in the Orthodox Faith within the local community continues to be encouraging, and these 

educational opportunities have become an important aspect of the mission’s ministry. By God's 

grace, St. Patrick Mission continues to grow in stability, liturgical life, and outreach. The parish 

remains grateful for the prayers and support of the diocese as it works to establish a lasting 

Orthodox presence in Carrollton and the surrounding communities. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Priest Seth Earl 

 

Parish: St. John the Wonderworker - Atlanta, GA 

Clergy: Priest Gabe Aldridge, rector; Fr. Tom Alessandroni, pastor emeritus; Dcn. Cecil 

Mitchell, attached; Dcn. Athanasius Hilton, retired 

 

Our parish continues to offer daily divine services, a daily soup kitchen, a weekly primary care 

clinic that supports our local unhoused community, an accredited Orthodox academy, and an 

intentional apartment community. Our numbers continue to increase, with the average make-up of 

our catechumenate and newly illumined shifting away from the Evangelical Protestant roots of 

recent decades to people coming from either “nothing” or various forms of neo-paganism. 

 

Outreach and Charitable Activities 

• St. John’s continues to host the Loaves and Fishes (L&F) program which serves meals 

Monday through Friday, offering coffee and pastries in the early morning, followed by a 

hot meal and a sack meal to-go. We serve an average of 50 people a day and host volunteers 

from many metro Atlanta Orthodox parishes and other Christian groups, with the majority 

of volunteers coming from our immediate neighborhood. L&F has become a wonderful 

touch point for people who have never otherwise interacted with an Orthodox community. 

• Roughly three quarters of the year we host a local ministry that provides a weekly foot 

clinic for those experiencing homelessness. In addition to simply washing, other podiatric 

services are provided. 

• Every Thursday we partner with Mercy Care to provide a full primary and psychiatric care 

clinic for those experiencing homelessness. 

• This past Christmas, with the help of many other volunteers from metro Atlanta Orthodox 

parishes, we supported 50 needy families (about 165 children) with food boxes and toys, 

and served a lively Christmas Day lunch to our local homeless community. 

• We continue to host and support a local chapter of the St. Moses the Black Brotherhood.  
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• We hosted the 2026 Greater Atlanta Pan-Orthodox Pentecost Picnic.  

• We sent a group of adult and teenage volunteers to the annual Appalachian Service Project. 

Our team spent a week in a small town in Tennessee helping to rebuild homes damaged in 

the recent hurricane. 

• We are continuing to support a couple in seminary at St. Vladimir’s by offering them 

academic financial support.  

• Our mission station in Carrollton, Georgia, St. Patrick’s continues to grow and is offering 

weekly Saturday vespers, Sunday liturgies, and catechism classes. They are averaging 

between 40 and 50 people on Sundays, and Fr. Seth Earl is now attached as the priest in 

charge. 

 

Christian Education and Formation 

• Year-round newcomer catechism 

• School year Sunday school programs for adults, teens, and children (starting at age 3) 

• Weekly evening Akathist services followed by a fellowship meal 

• Semimonthly (every two weeks) youth group 

• Monthly patristic reading and discussion group 

• Monthly ladies’ book club 

• Monthly Chess club 

• Yearly trips to Archangel Michael Skete in Missouri 

 

Goals for the Coming Year 

• Launch a capital campaign to raise money for much needed physical plant maintenance 

and improvements that fall outside of regular operating budgets, and to further support 

mortgage debt retirement.  

• Better liturgically embrace a diverse community, including a growing number of unhoused 

visitors, catechumens, and parishioners.  

• Continue to grow our local retirement home, hospice, and federal penitentiary visitation 

ministries, and to offer enhanced mental health care services to our Loaves and Fishes 

community. 

 

St. Basil the Great Mission, Marietta Georgia 

Clergy: Archpriest Paul Burholt 

 

The Mission of Saint Basil the Great, Marietta, Georgia began, with the blessing of Metropolitan 

Jonah in 2010, as a simple bookstore with a coffee room and an icon wall, where Reader's Vespers 

would be served.  

 

The original members were two families of the church of Saint Mary of Egypt in Norcross who 

lived in Marietta and dreamed of an Orthodox church in Marietta.   

 

After Father Jacob of blessed memory fell asleep in the Lord, his successor at Saint John the 

Wonderworker in Atlanta, Father Thomas Alessandroni, gave his blessing for some of his 

parishioners who lived in Marietta to be part of Saint Basil's.  
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Because of this, a storefront space just off Marietta Square was rented in 2014 and Saint Basil's 

was blessed as a Mission of the Diocese of the South by Archbishop Nikon. 

 

Our numbers were 12-20 at this point. As more people came, we purchased our own building in 

2017 and were honored by a visit of Archbishop Alexander. At this time our numbers would be 30-

40 people. 

 

The slow but steady increase in numbers since then has accelerated palpably over the last nine 

months, so that presently we are around 120 on Sundays and plan to begin enlargement of our 

Temple in the late summer.  

 

We serve on Major Feasts and have a fairly full schedule for Lent and Holy Week. Most people 

confess frequently. 

 

We have a men's group, under the patronage of Saint Spyridon, and a women's group under the 

patronage of Saint Macrina. People assist in the Loaves and Fishes program at Saint John the 

Wonderworker's and give to local shelters in Marietta. On a periodical basis there are adult classes 

and reading groups. There is church school for the children on Sundays and a class for 

Catechumens before Great Vespers on Saturday evening: currently there are 24 Catechumens. 

 

The choir, directed by Matushka Gabrielle, has a children's section and covers a broad range of 

OCA music, including some Appalachian settings. 

 

Characteristic of Saint Basil's is the we are a convert community. There is a zeal and eagerness to 

live the Orthodox Faith. Phone conversations with the priest during the week are encouraged. This 

holy zeal, along with a multi-talented parish council, makes the burden of the priest-in-charge light 

and a joy. 

 

St. Innocent, Macon, Georgia  

Clergy: Archpriest Theophan Buck, Deacon Columba Croft 

 

Over the past year, it has been incredibly busy with a lot of new faces. Since our last report in July 

2025, our average Sunday attendance has grown to 175+ people (all inclusive). For Pascha, we set 

a new record for our small church, which was filled with 230 people.  

Since our last report in July 2025, we have received 24 people into the Orthodox Church. Currently, 

we have 48 adults, 29 children catechumens, and around 20 on our active inquirers’ list. Many of 

our new people are traveling over an hour, and some even two hours, to get to church. To meet the 

current influx, we have started a lay-led weekly inquirers class that meets on Sundays, and we 

have two catechism cohorts each year. A catechist team is developing to spread the workload. In 

addition to our perpetual catechism, we have an active Bible study, Men's and Women’s 

Fellowships, Youth group, Church School, and a small home group. 

With all the new people, we are developing organized lay-led ministries. Under the umbrella of 

“St. Olga’s Society,” volunteers have created an Incense and Arrows prayer ministry, a Cards and 
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Calls in-reach ministry, and a Loaves and Fishes ministry that cooks for those in need. We also 

have a charity coordinator who oversees our local and international charity efforts, including 

supporting the local pregnancy center and FOCUS Backpack ministry, and fundraising for IOCC 

and OCMC.  

This year, we formed a Parish Health Team, charged with developing a 3–5-year strategic plan for 

the parish. In May, over 100 parishioners participated in the Effective Parish Assessment. As we 

have grown, we have had initial discussions about expanding our parish and/or starting a mission. 

We received a 1.5 million estimate for church expansion, which paused the expansion discussion. 

Missions are on the horizon but will require a second priest and some developed Orthodox 

Christians as a foundation. As our parking lot and parish overflows, we will gradually have to 

address the “good problems,” for the next year or so, we are going to feel the squeeze.   

This year, we have one enrollee in the DOS Catechist program and one person enrolled in the 

Diaconal program. In March, Fr. Theophan submitted a proposal to the Lilly Foundation clergy 

renewal grant, with the hope of taking a sabbatical in 2028. In May we hired our first parish admin 

assistant to help Fr. Theophan focus on things only a priest can do and to prepare for this potential 

sabbatical. For continuing education, Fr. Theophan is currently enrolled in his final unit of CPE 

Supervisory training and hopes to be board-certified by the end of the year.  

Currently, we are doing some remodeling in preparation for our 2nd phase iconography, which we 

hope will happen this winter. In October, we will be celebrating our 30th anniversary since our 

founding with a visit from Bp. Gerasim. We are a thankful community, and as we head into our 

30th year, we pray that God will continue to grace us, guide us, send us spiritually hungry people, 

and help us do His work in the Middle Georgia region.  

St. Mary of Egypt, Norcross, GA 

Clergy: V. Rev. Christopher R. Maciolek, V. Rev. Peter Smith (Retired, Attached), Pdn. Lazarus 

Muska 

 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever! Things are well at St. Mary’s, thank God. We continue to 

experience a full liturgical life and have felt the overwhelming joy of a large influx of visitors, 

inquirers, and catechumens. Our adult study group is working its way through the Psalter verse by 

verse while reading the Holy Fathers and other ancient commentators. We continue to do our best 

to support FOCUS Atlanta with sandwiches, other food items, and necessary materials as needed. 

As I said, like many parishes in the DOS, St. Mary’s is experiencing the blessing of growing pains 

as we are outgrowing our temple and parking lot. This is a wonderful “problem” to have, and our 

Parish Council had been exploring options for expansion. We have a meeting scheduled with the 

county to explore options for crossing the creek on our land to legally access the remaining acreage 

of our property. We have plans to renovate our kitchen and replace the front doors of our social 

hall. This year we have been celebrating St. Mary’s 50th anniversary as an Orthodox Christian 

community. We welcomed his Grace, Bp. Gerasim in March for a talk and Hierarchical Divine 

Liturgy. We hope to continue to celebrate the Lord’s mercy by hosting our neighbors - Orthodox 

and otherwise - at various festivities throughout the rest of the year. Glory to God for all things! 


