
Diocese of the South – 2026 Parish Annual Report 

Parish Name: St. Anthony the Great, San Antonio, TX​
Deanery: South Central​
Clergy: Priest David Wooten  

St. Anthony's continues to grow with dozens of catechumens and inquirers. Average attendance 
on a Sunday is 200. We have done major renovations on an acquired property behind the church 
building and are planning on an early payoff of the loan in preparation for the construction of a 
permanent parish hall. Parishioners have been proactive in developing OCPM involvement, 
increased options for education for adults and children (church school, catechism, Bible study), 
and involvement in All Saints Summer Camp. We are cooperating with other parishes in town in 
a pan-Orthodox effort to establish a FOCUS Center in San Antonio hopefully to establish a 
physical place for charitable service towards the needy in our city. While we do continue to 
experience the now-common phenomenon of an increase in attendance without a concurrent 
increase in giving, we do have a stated intent already to make tithing / proportional giving a 
standard expectation in the parish, and have already experienced an uptick in giving since this 
has begun. We also have plans to inaugurate a St. Nicholas Festival this December as a way to 
reach out to the neighborhood.  

Metrical Data 

 

  Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Adult Parishioners 120 total parishioners  120 

Child (under 18) Parishioners See above  55 

Adult Voting Members  Not reported 2025  90 

 
  

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  ˜160 ˜200 

  

Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  Not reported 2025  ˜100 



Average Saturday GV/Vigil Attendance  Not reported 2025 ˜50 

Number of Catechumens Not reported 2025 (but 
approx. 30) 40-45 

  
  

Infant Baptisms Total Baptisms 15, 
reported for 2025 7 (infants and minors) 

Adult Baptisms  See above  4 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  Total receptions 19  17 total 

Number Enrolled in Church School  35  40 

Number Participating in Adult Education  40 50 

Marriages  3  0 

Funerals  1  2 

 



St. Barbara Orthodox Church 
2026 Assembly Report 

Ft. Worth, Texas 
 

St. Barbara’s continues to experience a modest but regular influx of inquirers spanning all ages. Their 
diverse life experiences present distinct challenges. We are grateful, however, for those brought into our 
midst, for their zealous determination to learn as much as possible about the Orthodox Faith.  
 
Wednesday adult classes see as many as twenty + people.  The current text used is the Nicene Creed. We 
do stray on occasion from official topics of study, in efforts to address practical issues not always covered 
by introductory material.  These unplanned side trips lead to interesting questions and comments.  
 
The choir continues to improve, showing signs of increased versatility. New members are slowly joining 
the ranks of singers. Their efforts are helped by increased congregational participation.  More intense 
musical training is now taking place during the summer.  The results are subtle, but quite noticeable. 
Service attendance has increased overall by at least twenty-five percent during the past year.    
 
Thankfully, eighty percent of the parish’s original land purchase and construction loan – secured 
twenty-six years ago – has been paid off with the help and patience of the DOS. The community plans to 
enter discussions with its architect for a redesign of its future temple. The present structure will 
eventually serve as a parish hall with room to seat two hundred people for banquets, meetings and 
lectures.  The new temple, when constructed, should accommodate at least two hundred worshippers.  
 
Our parish website and Facebook page continue to be effective outreach tools, with new plans for the 
future.  Donations through the online portal have increased dramatically, almost doubling in the last 
three years. Over thirty percent of monthly income is now received through the website.    
 
The fall charity drive was a large success.  From September to December each year, the parish collects 
money and clothing for the local Presbyterian Men’s Night Shelter.  We understand that collections from 
St. Barbara’s are always well received, greatly anticipated by both workers and residents of the shelter.    
 
Unfortunately, because of an already hectic schedule, His Grace Bishop Gerasim was unable to visit 
during 2025.  He was able, however, to join us on January 11 of this year, with one hundred eleven 
people in attendance.   
 
Pascha and the entire Paschal season were huge delights.  Attendance was good, robust celebrations 
were experienced by all, as the choir and congregation sang distinct hymns for the Resurrection.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Fr. Basil Zebrun 
 

  Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 



Adult Parishioners  105  109 

Child (under 18) Parishioners    24    27 

Adult Voting Members    71     75 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  82 people  99 people 

  

Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  65  82 

Average Saturday GV/Vigil Attendance  28  35 

Number of Catechumens  14  20 

  
  

Infant Baptisms  0  3 

Adult Baptisms  3  4 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  7  N/A 

Number Enrolled in Church School 
Informal Sunday 
Classes conducted: no 
official enrollment 

 Informal Sunday 
Classes conducted: no 
official enrollment 

Number Participating in Adult Education  15 20  

Marriages  2  0 

Funerals  3  1 

 



Diocese of the South – 2026 Parish Annual Report 

Parish Name: St. Nektarios Mission, Waxahachie, Texas  ​
Deanery: Southcentral Deanery  ​
Clergy: Fr. Seraphim Crossman, Priest-in-Charge  

 

Please offer a brief (one paragraph) overview of the "state of the parish (or mission). 

Despite having gone many months (well over one calendar year) without a full-time priest, St. 
Nektarios Orthodox Church has remained a thriving parish, and has even grown in adult 
membership, catechumens, and inquirers. Having proved able to support a full-time priest, the 
faithful of St. Nektarios happily received Archbishop Alexander’s blessing to receive their first 
parish-supported full-time priest since the founding of the Mission in 2012. In the last year and a 
half (approximately), visiting priests (including His Grace, Bishop Gerasim; priests attached to 
St. Seraphim Cathedral in Dallas, TX; Southcentral Dean and acting priest-in-charge Fr. David 
Wooten; founding priest Fr. David Bozeman; et al.) have served at the Altar of St. Nektarios, 
with the faithful serving Typica when no clergy could be present; taught catechism (including a 
virtual catechism with Fr. David Wooten); and Baptized and Chrismated adult and infant 
members. Priest-in-charge Fr. Seraphim Crossman accepted assignment at St. Nektarios 
following his seminary studies in May of 2026, and has been serving the parish full-time since 
June 27, 2026. 

Additionally, since October 2025, give some information on the following: 

1.​ Highlights of Top (2 or 3) Activities 
a.​ Completed campaign for improved financial commitment to support a full-time 

priest 
b.​ Member Benjamin Blakley was accepted into the Diaconal Vocations Program of 

the Orthodox Church in America 
c.​ Despite not having a full-time priest, St. Nektarios received 5 infant and 8 adult 

members through Holy Baptism and Chrismation 
2.​ Outreach and Charitable Activities 

a.​ The parish created a temporary food pantry for families in need during the 
government shutdown 

3.​ Christian Education and Formation (e.g., Catechesis, Church School, Adult Education, 
Retreats) 

a.​ Several parishioners stepped up to provide some level of instruction in the 
absence of a full-time priest, including: 

i.​ A virtual catechesis with Fr. David Wooten 
ii.​ Church school for adults and children during the regular school year 

iii.​ Two iterations of a study on the Seven Ecumenical Councils for 
catechumens 

iv.​ Two book studies for adults led by Rdr. Daniel Monroe, one on Fr. 
Lawrence Farley’s Let Us Attend, and another on the Epistles of St. 
Ignatius. 

4.​ Major Challenges Faced (e.g., stewardship, leadership development, building programs, 
choir/music ministry, etc.) 



a.​ The parish has been without a full-time priest for a very long time, and there is 
evidence of this—the faithful are joyous, loving, and extremely helpful, though in 
terms of inheriting the Orthodox Faith, many of the newer members resemble 
sheep without a shepherd. 

b.​ The parish is much too small given the growth it has experienced. A building 
project is necessary, though the Parish Council wished to put that on hold until 
they had a full-time priest. 

c.​ Parish finances are fairly secure, but giving is not commensurate with attendance 
or membership. Jim (Demetrios) Rokas, the St. Nektarios treasurer, has 
encouraged the people to give, but more education will be required on this front. 

5.​ Goals for the Coming Year (Top 3 Priorities, e.g., building expansion, evangelism, debt 
reduction through June 2026) 

a.​ A building project is in the works. The parish has blueprints (which have been 
blessed, and will be suitable with some minor adjustments), but is still in the early 
stages of planning. 

b.​ It is important that the parish develop a debt reduction strategy, as more resources 
will be needed for said building project. 

c.​ Inquirers are literally pouring in, and many in the parish are newly-illumined or 
still in the Catechumen stage. Developing sound educational programs is a top 
priority for the coming year. 

 

Finally, please note any upcoming Special Events or Anniversaries (August 2026 to June 2027) 

November 9, 2026 will signal the fourteenth anniversary of St. Nektarios Orthodox Church. 

  

Metrical Data 

 

  Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Adult Parishioners  41 49 

Child (under 18) Parishioners  26 30 

Adult Voting Members 41 49 

 
  

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  56.2 66.5 



  

Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  No available data No available data 

Average Saturday GV/Vigil Attendance  28.5 34.2 

Number of Catechumens 13  14 

  
  

Infant Baptisms  3  2 

Adult Baptisms  0  3 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  0  5 

Number Enrolled in Church School  No available data No available data 

Number Participating in Adult Education No available data Approx. 10 

Marriages 2 0 

Funerals 0 0 

 

 



Diocese of the South – 2026 Parish Annual Report 

Parish Name: St Basil the Great, Weatherford, OK ​
Deanery: Southcentral Deanery ​
Clergy: Fr. Nicklas Aiello,  Deacon Tikhon Thieszen 

 

Please offer a brief (one paragraph) overview of the "state of the parish (or mission). 

Like it seems all our parishes and missions, we are experiencing unprecedented growth. To the 
extent that we are consistently exceeding thte ‘maximum capacity’ of our chapel. And those that 
are coming to us represent a wide demographic range. Young families, middled aged couples, 
single men AND women. Predominately Caucasian but 10% of our new families are Hispanic.  

Additionally, since October 2025, give some information on the following: 

1.​ Highlights of Top (2 or3) Activities 
●​ Hierarchical visit and Ordination 
●​ All Saints Youth Camp 

2. Outreach and Charitable Activities 

●​ I chair and our mission leads the largest charity event of the year in our city. 

3. Christian Education and Formation (eg, Catechesis, Church School, Adult Education, 
Retreats) We have  

●​ Our Deacon has taken over our catechism allowing me to increase my teaching, 
counseling and confession schedule. We implemented Sunday school last year but 
because of space are not able to separate the older teens…of whom we now have 
several. 

4. Major Challenges Faced (eg, stewardship, leadership development, building programs, 
choir/music ministry, etc) 

●​ Our giving has always been good – and continues to be. We will hit our targeted 
budget this year – as we have every year. We are about 6 mo. from being debt free. 

●​ We have one man (a Reader) currently enrolled in the DOS Late Vocations program 
and one other man and a woman preparing to enroll next year or so. (Him for the 
deaconate or catechist and her as a catechist. 

●​ We are in the process of completing due diligence towards possible purchase of an 
existing church building for sale and another property maybe coming up for sale 
soon. (Both are in the neighborhood of our mission). We are also continuing to 
research the possibility of building on the land next to the chapel we own. 

●​ Our choir is in the process of forming. We have a director and three singers currently 
committed to it.  



5. Goals for the Coming Year (Top 3 Priorities, e.g., building expansion, evangelism, debt 
reduction through June 2026)  

●​ Pay off our remaining debt and be in a position to purchase a new building – or rent space 
until we build. We are involved in local charities and the ministerial alliance, acclimating 
/ normalizing our area to Orthodox Christianity.  

Finally, please note any upcoming Special Events or Anniversaries  (August 2026 to June 2027) 

  

Metrical Data 

 

  Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Adult Parishioners  33  42 

Child (under 18) Parishioners  10  21 

Adult Voting Members  29  35 

 
  

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  27  48 

  

Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  16  35 

Average Saturday GV/Vigil Attendance  4  5 

Number of Catechumens  10  12 

  
  



Infant Baptisms  1  0 

Adult Baptisms  2  0 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  6  9 

Number Enrolled in Church School  9  17 

Number Participating in Adult Education  25  45 

Marriages  1  0 

Funerals  0  0 

 

 



St. Cyril of Jerusalem Mission 
The Woodlands, TX 
V. Rev. Benedict Crawford 
Like many other missions around our diocese, St. Cyril Mission could well be described by 
the phrase “bursting at the seams.” We've been seeing a large surge of inquirers, but our 
square footage and parking have been limiting our growth. At present our total membership 
includes 137 adults and 35 children, along with 73 catechumens and inquirers. (That 
represents an increase in membership of about 26% since last summer, and an increase in 
catechumens and inquirers of about 62%.) Our average Sunday attendance is now about 180 
(compared to 140 last summer). Every weekend we see a number of new visitors interested 
in Orthodoxy. Our two weekly inquirer classes have a combined attendance of around 70 
people.  
 
We're currently meeting in two modular buildings on rented property. Our current temple can 
accommodate around 130 people, but every Sunday we have far more than that number 
attending. We've installed a large screen TV in the hall so that the overflow crowd can at 
least watch the Liturgy there, as well as outdoor speakers for those who prefer to remain on 
the grounds. In 2024 we purchased a new property of about 3.8 acres in Conroe, a few miles 
north of our current location, which we paid off in January of this year. We're now saving 
money to begin construction of a metal building that we hope will give us some additional 
space.  

 



All Saints of North America - Albuquerque, New 
Mexico   

 By God’s grace we had the Consecration of our Church on our patronal 
feast this year, Sunday  June 14th.   

 We were blessed to have both His Eminence Archbishop Alexander 
and His Grace Bishop  Gerasim for this great milestone in the life of 
our parish.   

 During the Hierarchical Liturgy that followed, His Eminence bestowed the 
palitsa to Father  Nikolay, and awarded Gramotas to Dn Stephen Henne, 
Diane Prokpipchak, Daniel Robson and  Stephen Othling for their 
immense service to the parish.   

 Prior to the Church Consecration we a had our new wood carved 
Iconostasis and Altar Table  installed.   

 Another major event that preceded the Consecration was the remodeling 
and improvement of  our parish hall and parking lot.   

 On June 13th Dr. Olga Skinner made a presentation about her grandmother, 
St Olga of Alaska to  a packed audience in our parish hall.   

 Our Deacon Isaac Eric Debelak was ordained to the Holy Diaconate on 
December 10th, 2025 by  Archbishop Alexander at Archangel Michael 
Monastery in Canones, NM.   

 Reader Matthew Thomas has just begun the DVP program.   
 Our parish continues to grow.   
 Fostering fellowship among the NM Orthodox Clergy with our own 

Deacon Stephen Henne  being the group’s coordinator.   
 This year, our parish hosted the Pan Orthodox Concelebration for the Sunday 

of Orthodoxy.   

We are striving for a dynamic parish life through these ministries:   

Book Study  Orthodoxy Class  Sisterhood  Bookstore  Sunday 

School  Youth Group  Teen’s Book Study  Orthodox Young Adult 

Fellowship  Men’s Group  Ladies Akathist & Tea   Married, 

Engaged, and Courting Couples Fellowship  Serving at a local homeless 

shelter   

Improving our visibility in the Albuquerque community by:   



 Our beautiful Orthodox Church  

Updated website   

 Giving Tours of our new Church to 
groups  and individuals   

 Theophany Blessing of the Rio Grande   

 

Metrics Records   

We received 41 people into the Church since the beginning of 2025, had 1 
Funeral, and 3  Weddings. Average Sunday aƩendance is 250 and Great 
Vespers on Saturday is 80.  



Diocese of the South – 2026 Parish Annual Report 

Parish Name: [Dormition of the Birthgiver of God Mission, Harlingen, Texas]  ​
Deanery:[Southcentral Deanery]  ​
Clergy: [Archpr. Silviu N. Bunta]  

 

Please offer a brief (one paragraph) overview of the "state of the parish (or mission). 

The mission has a long way to go. Most importantly, people in Cameron County still do not relate to it as their 
future parish, due to a sense that it may not succeed. Thanks to a very generous donation we have $150,000 in 
the bank, which is a very good start for the purchase of the land. Since our first Divine Liturgy in November 
2025 the mission has had a Divine Liturgy every three or four Saturdays. Starting in August 2026 the mission 
will also have Vespers on Thursdays and Saturdays and Fr. Silviu will have office hours every first and third 
Thursday of the month.   

Additionally, since October 2025, give some information on the following: 

1. Highlights of Top (2 or3) Activities N.A. 

​
2. Outreach and Charitable Activities N.A. 

​
3. Christian Education and Formation (eg, Catechesis, Church School, Adult Education, Retreats) N.A. 

4. Major Challenges Faced (eg, stewardship, leadership development, building programs, choir/music ministry, 
etc) 

The mission mostly depends on the dedication of five families/households. Without more involvement, the 
greatest challenge is the unavoidable burnout. This will only be worsened by the growing liturgical schedule.   

5. Goals for the Coming Year (Top 3 Priorities, e.g., building expansion, evangelism, debt reduction through 
June 2026)  

The immediate needs are to purchase the land and build of hall which will also function as a temporary chapel. 
The next phase will be to build a general cemetery and an Orthodox cemetery. The final stage of the project 
will be the construction of the church after the plans of the temple of the famous Sucevita Monastery in 
Romania. 

Finally, please note any upcoming Special Events or Anniversaries  (August 2026 to June 2027) 

August 15, 2026 will be the first matronal feast of the mission, which we hope to celebrate with the Divine 
Liturgy and special fellowship.  

Metrical Data 

  Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 



Adult Parishioners    15 

Child (under 18) Parishioners    8 

Adult Voting Members    15 

 
  

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance    30 (Saturday) 

  

Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants    20 (Saturday) 

Average Saturday GV/Vigil Attendance    N.A. 

Number of Catechumens    N.A. 

  
  

Infant Baptisms    N.A. 

Adult Baptisms    N.A. 

Receptions into Orthodoxy    N.A. 

Number Enrolled in Church School    N.A. 

Number Participating in Adult Education    N.A. 

Marriages    N.A. 

Funerals    N.A. 

 



 



Diocese of the South – 2026 Parish Annual Report 

Parish Name: [St. George, Pharr, Texas]  ​
Deanery:[Southcentral deanery]  ​
Clergy: [Archpr. Silviu N. Bunta]  

 

Please offer a brief (one paragraph) overview of the "state of the parish (or mission). 

In my opinion, the parish is making progress in centering in prayer and worship. Our fuller worship routine 
(which includes Matins) has set in and is well attended, as is the Jesus Prayer (on Wednesday afternoons). The 
temple has undergone a thorough refurbishing, with new roof, attic insulation, windows, paint, flooring, 
lighting, and icons. It is too small for the usual attendance of over 100. So in the fall of 2025 we have decided 
to establish a mission in the adjacent county (Cameron) from where come many of our worshippers.  

Additionally, since October 2025, give some information on the following: 

1. Highlights of Top (2 or 3) Activities: N.A. 

2. Outreach and Charitable Activities: N.A. Charity is guided toward our own members who are mostly from 
disadvantaged groups. 

3. Christian Education and Formation: The catechesis is offered in three tracks of different intensities, often 
running concomitantly (6 months, 1 year, and 3 years). The Sunday school continues to have the two classes, 
for non-readers (ages 3-6) and readers (ages 7-12). For adult education we have established a book club which 
meets every three weeks and we continue to have—on the first Sunday of every month—the “Baffle the priest” 
meeting with teenagers and young adults (ages 13-30). Most importantly, for half an hour we practice the Jesus 
Prayer together in the temple on every Wednesday before Vespers.  

4. Major Challenges Faced: We will have to enlarge the temple as much as possible, we need to enlarge the 
parking lot, and we need more catechists (Father Silviu is the only one teaching all the tracks of the program). 

5. Goals for the Coming Year: parking lot, more catechists, and continuing to grow the new mission.  

Metrical Data 

  Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Adult Parishioners  60  70 

Child (under 18) Parishioners  23  25 

Adult Voting Members  45  50 

 
  



Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  85  100 

  

Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  40  40 

Average Saturday GV/Vigil Attendance  25  25 

Number of Catechumens  30  15 

  
  

Infant Baptisms  0  0 

Adult Baptisms  10  3 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  31  7 

Number Enrolled in Church School  20  20 

Number Participating in Adult Education  N.A.  N.A. 

Marriages  0  1 

Funerals  1  1 

 

 



Diocese of the South – 2026 Parish Annual Report 
Parish Name: Saint Paul’s The Apostle, Denison, Texas​
Deanery: Southcentral  ​
Clergy: Fr. David Wooten (Dean) | Fr. John Anderson (Twice a month supply priest)  
 
Please offer a brief (one paragraph) overview of the "state of the parish (or mission): 
The recent history of St. Paul’s Mission has been marked by both significant growth and continual transition. 
Despite the ongoing challenge of operating without a consistent resident priest, the parish has expanded in 
membership and has continued to develop a deeper liturgical and communal life. During his tenure, Fr. Silouan 
provided exemplary pastoral leadership and contributed substantially to the spiritual strengthening of our 
community; however, his transfer has once again left the mission without the stable priestly oversight essential 
for sustained development. Although the parish remains active, it is not progressing at the rate that regional 
demographics would otherwise support. By 2030, the Texoma area is projected to reach a population of 
approximately 210,000 to 240,000, representing an estimated 630 to 720 individuals who may be Orthodox 
Christians or receptive to the Orthodox faith. In the absence of a resident priest, our capacity to reach these 
individuals, provide sacramental care, and cultivate a stable and flourishing Orthodox presence in the region is 
significantly constrained.​
 
Additionally, since October 2025, give some information on the following: 
 

1.​ Highlights of Top (2 or3) Activities 
a.​ Fellowship outside of Liturgy: Women’s fellowship and craft night and Men’s fellowship and 

pub night. These are also open to non-St.Paul parishioners. 
b.​ Fall Fellowship Event: Chili Cookoff and Hayride 
c.​ Family game nights  

2.​ Outreach and Charitable Activities:  
a.​ Festivals: Denison Fall Fest, Whitesboro Peanut Fest, Sherman Celtic Fest 

3.​ Christian Education and Formation (eg, Catechesis, Church School, Adult Education, Retreats) 
a.​ N/A 

4.​ Major Challenges Faced (eg, stewardship, leadership development, building programs, 
choir/music ministry, etc) 

a.​ Priest: We currently have no full-time priest, which remains our most significant 
challenge—especially as the Texoma area continues to grow. 

b.​ Parish Development: St. Paul's has been blessed with a growing number of visitors, inquirers, 
and new parishioners who are eager to learn about the Orthodox faith. As the parish continues to 
grow, formal and consistent catechesis will be needed. We look to the Deanery’s guidance in 
developing a comprehensive program of catechesis and ongoing Christian education for both 
inquirers and the faithful. 

c.​ Liturgics: As a growing mission parish, we have only one Reader and one Subdeacon, who is 
preparing to move back to Pennsylvania. We need formal training in altar service and guidance 
in developing others to serve. Many parishioners are willing to step forward, but not all are 
ready, and we rely on the Deanery’s direction to discern and form those who should lead. 

5.​ Goals for the Coming Year (Top 3 Priorities, e.g., building expansion, evangelism, debt reduction 
through June 2026)  

a.​ Priest Fund: Increase the priest fund from $66,000 to $120,000 to support bringing on a 
full-time priest. 



b.​ Education: Develop a comprehensive adult and children’s educational program to strengthen 
formation across the parish. 

c.​ Community Engagement: Expand our presence in the Texoma community through charitable 
involvement and participation in local events. 

6.​ Finally, please note any upcoming Special Events or Anniversaries (August 2026 to June 2027) 
a.​ Visiting Priest for Pascha: We wish to host a visiting priest for Pascha who can serve both the 

people of St. Thomas and St. Paul’s. We hope to confirm this with the diocese soon. 
b.​ All Parish Meeting: We will hold an all-parish meeting in September 2026 with the goal of 

informing all about our plans to secure a full-time priest. We wish for transparency and planning 
to be encouraging to the parish and push greater communal involvement for our parish’s goals. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Metrical Data 

  Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025  

January - June 

2026  

Adult Parishioners 65 50 

Child (under 18) Parishioners 35 25 

Adult Voting Members 50 38 

   

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance 85  65  

   

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants  60  45 

Average Saturday GV/Vigil Attendance  15  10 

Number of Catechumens  25  17 



    

Infant Baptisms  0 2  

Adult Baptisms  10 0  

Receptions into Orthodoxy  6 0 

Number Enrolled in Church School  N/A N/A  

Number Participating in Adult Education  N/A  N/A 

Marriages  0 1 

Funerals  1  0 

 

 



Diocese of the South – 2026 Parish Annual Report 

Parish Name: St. Sava Orthodox Church, Allen, Texas ​
Deanery: South Central  ​
Clergy: Fr. Photius Avant, rector; Fr. Rafael Melendez, retired; Dn. Vasilios Colias; Dn. David Hawthorne  

St. Sava Orthodox Church in Allen, Texas is growing and thriving. The people do not merely attend Sunday Liturgy and 
then quickly depart. They love and serve one another. They depend on each other. The Holy Spirit continues to bring 
new people to us every week, and many of these people wind up staying. Weekday and weekend services are full of 
people faithfully seeking the Lord. People are being transformed. 

Our capital campaign for the $1M downpayment on the loan for our new parish hall is quickly reaching its completion 
with $782K raised. We hope to break ground by January. Likewise, we are excited that a priest from the Diocese of the 
West has received the blessing of his Ruling Hierarch to pursue a transfer into the Diocese of the South, and most 
hopefully, into our parish as our Assistant Priest in the near future. His assistance will be a tremendous blessing to us as 
we continue to grow. Our partnership with Allen Food Pantry continues to bless the poor of Allen as the people of St. 
Sava never cease contributing to frequent food drives and donating funds. Our Homeschool Cooperative, with the 
coordination and tireless service of Mat. Carissa Avant, is preparing for its fourth year. Meeting three days a week, 
serving 40 students K-12th grade for all subjects, our children are receiving a profound Orthodox Christian education. 
They are learning how to be the Church as children and teenagers. Likewise, Dn. Vasilios Colias instructs our 
catechumens in a six-month course on Sundays as they prepare to be received into the Church. Our inquirers have a 
weekly class in which they ask questions about the Bible and the Orthodox Church. Dn. David Hawthorne teaches adult 
classes on spiritually edifying topics every Wednesday. Sunday School is bursting at the seams with children. The St. Sava 
Choir continues to ascend to new heights of heavenly beauty under the masterful leadership of Mat. Carissa.  

Our chief challenges are overcrowding in the temple and in the parish hall. With the blessing of His Eminence, we now 
serve two Divine Liturgies on Sunday mornings. This has markedly helped us with the crowds in both buildings. Looking 
ahead, the capital campaign, which approaches its conclusion, will help us to break ground on our new parish hall soon. 
We are looking forward to seeing construction begin by the end of 2026 or the beginning of 2027. We are looking 
forward to the integration of new people into the life in Christ as long time members love them and guide them. Finally, 
we eagerly anticipate the formation of a candidate for the Holy Diaconate as we continue to encourage worthy men to 
step forward for clerical vocations. 

Metrical Data 

  Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Adult Parishioners  219  249 

Child (under 18) Parishioners  85  111 

Adult Voting Members  219  249 

 
  



Average Sunday Divine Liturgy Attendance  291  368 

  

Reported for 

Calendar Year 

2025 

January - June 

2026 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy Communicants  204  286 

Average Saturday GV/Vigil Attendance  103 137  

Number of Catechumens  68  106 

  
  

Infant Baptisms  11  25 

Adult Baptisms  5  12 

Receptions into Orthodoxy  34  19 

Number Enrolled in Church School  63  72 

Number Participating in Adult Education  54  81 

Marriages  2  1 

Funerals  1  0 

 

 

 



Diocese of the South – 2026 Parish Annual Report 
Parish Name: Holy Apostles Orthodox Church, Bixby, OK ​
 Deanery: Southcentral Deanery  ​
 Clergy: V. Rev. Ambrose Arrington, Rev. Dn. Leo Bearer 

Holy Apostles continues to grow at an alarming rate, with new faces several times a week.  Due to the 
explosive growth, we are once again expanding the chapel.  The new parish hall that was completed in 2023 
(7000 sq. ft.) is already full every Sunday.  We continue running a catechetical program which assists in 
bringing new people into the Faith.  We also maintain a homeschool co-op and a Church school which runs 
August through May. 

Additionally, since October 2025, give some information on the following: 

1. Highlights - expansion of the chapel, which will double the size of the nave; baptized/chrismated 63 during 
Lent​
 2. Outreach and Charitable Activities - periodic support of the Bixby Outreach Center, as well as internal 
charitable activity​
 3. Christian Education and Formation - Our catechetical program is in two stages.  First one completes the 
Inquirer’s class (8 sessions/one “semester”).  Then one moves to Catechesis proper (two “semesters”).  Overall, 
newcomers take about two years to integrate into the full sacramental life of the Church.  We have a church 
school with about 100 students, as well as a homeschool co-op with about 30 families.  Adult study classes are 
conducted by Dn. Leo on Sundays after Liturgy. 

4. Major Challenges Faced - By God’s grace, most things work smoothly.  The biggest challenge is a shortage 
of priests.  The parish is likely at the point where it needs two priests regularly, as well as needing to start a 
mission nearby. 

5. Goals for the Coming Year - Complete the chapel expansion project.  Host Pastoral Conference in February 
2027.  Pay down existing mortgage.  Acquire more priests. 

  

Metrical Data 

  Reported for 
Calendar Year 
2025 

January - June 
2026 

Adult Parishioners   160 

Child (under 18) Parishioners   180 

Adult Voting Members  71 100 

   



Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Attendance  285 338 

  
Reported for 
Calendar Year 
2025 

January - June 
2026 

Average Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Communicants 152 186 

Average Saturday GV/Vigil 
Attendance     

Number of Catechumens 75 100 

    

Infant Baptisms 14 5 

Adult Baptisms 18 45 

Receptions into Orthodoxy 1 10 

Number Enrolled in Church 
School 100 120 

Number Participating in Adult 
Education     

Marriages 1 0 

Funerals 3 2 

 


